
History Extension Case Study

Appeasement – Peace or War?

Dr Michael Molkentin

Shellharbour Anglican College &

The University of New South Wales Canberra

Get this PowerPoint: http://www.michaelmolkentin.com/resources/



30 September 1938





http://chinaconfidential.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/iran-pays-
taliban-to-kill-us-troops-in.html

I remembered how each time that the 
democracies failed to act, it had 
encouraged the aggressors to keep going 
ahead. Communism was acting in Korea 
just as Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese 
had acted ten, fifteen and twenty years 
earlier…. If this was allowed to go 
unchallenged it would mean a third world 
war, just as similar incidents had brought 
on a second world war.

- President Harry Truman

Read more: http://www.americanforeignrelations.com/E-
N/The-Munich-Analogy-The-korean-
war.html#ixzz4jrUZWQyQ

http://www.americanforeignrelations.com/E-N/The-Munich-Analogy-The-korean-war.html#ixzz4jrUZWQyQ




Overview

• The exam

• The debates

• The ‘content’ of appeasement

• The historiography of appeasement

• Phases

• Influences

• Selecting and using sources

• An example

• The essay
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The debates

1. The origins of appeasement and relationship to earlier 

policies

2. British and French approaches to appeasement in the 1930s

3. International reactions to appeasement in the 1930s

4. Appeasement and the origins of the Second World War

5. The extent of the successes and/or failures of appeasement



People Events Geography

• Stanley Baldwin

• Edvard Benes

• Neville Chamberlain

• Winston Churchill

• Edouard Daladier

• Antony Eden

• The Viscount Halifax

• Adolph Hitler

• Benito Mussolini

• Treaty of Versailles (1919)

• Locarno Agreement (1925)

• Hitler made Chancellor (1930)

• German rearmament (1930s)

• Abyssinian Crisis (1935-36)

• Reoccupation of Rhine (1936)

• Spanish Civil War (1936-38)

• Anschluss (1938)

• Sudeten Crisis (1938)

• Nazi-Soviet Pact (1939)

• Invasion of Poland (1939)

A map of Nazi expansion in 

1930s



Douglas Newton, Germany 1918-1945: from days of hope to years of horror, Addison Wesley Longman, 1990.









Selecting and using sources

• How many? 

• Do I have to read entire books?

• Sidney Aster, ‘Appeasement: before and after revisionism’, Diplomacy and statecraft, 
vol. 19, 2008, 443-480.

• Andrew Boxer, ‘French appeasement’, History today, vol. 59, December 2007. 

• Patrick Finney, ‘The romance of decline: the historiography of appeasement and 
British national identity’, Electronic journal of international history, 2000.

• Frank McDonough, ‘The historical debate’, in Hitler, Chamberlain and appeasement, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2002, 77-85.



Selecting and using sources

• What types?

• The big names
• Cato (1940s)

• Churchill (1940s)

• AJP Taylor (1960s)

• RAC Parker (1990s)

• Frank McDonough (1990s)

• Richard Overy (1970s-present)



Selecting and using sources
• Less well-known

• Williamson Murray (1980s)
• Williamson Murray Munich at Fifty (1988) and/or The Change in the 

European Balance of Power 1938-39 (1984)

• Patrick Finney (2000s)
• Patrick Finney, ‘The romance of decline: the historiography of 

appeasement and British national identity’, Electronic journal of 
international history, 2000.

• Jack Levy (2000s)
• Norrin Ripsman and Jack Levy ‘Wishful thinking or buying time? The logic of 

appeasement in the 1930s’ (2008)

• Christopher Waters (2000s)
• Christopher Waters, Australia and Appeasement: Imperial Foreign Policy 

and the Origins of World War II (2011)





Williamson Murray



The Examination

“[The HIX course]… enable[s] students to develop an 

understanding of how and why the sources they have accessed 

have constructed their versions of history. Students will be 

rewarded for constructing their own coherent argument based on 

this understanding, not on how much they know and can retell 

about the specific case study topic.”



The Examination

Issues identified in 2016 marking centre notes

• Identify the ideas presented in the source and engage with them 
in a sustained manner

• Avoid describing the sources – use them to support an argument

• Addressing the specifics of a debate – don’t just discuss your 
case study generally
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